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when t r av e l i n g f r o m a n y p l a c e f r om w h i c h h e y h a ve b e e n ca l l ed
t o a c t i v e d u t y . Th i s h a s be e n r e p l a c e d wi t h n e w l a ng u ag e w h i ch
says that coverage begins from the instant such persons commence
responding to a call to active duty. A lmost three years ago, a
constituent requested my help in clarifying the meaning of this
sect i o n . Th e q u e s t i o n w as t he n , a s i t ap p a r en t l y c on t i n u e s t o
be, at what point when responding to a ca ll do emergency
volunteer personnel qualify for workers' compensation c overage.
I ' l l g i v e y ou an ex amp l e . A f i r e c a l l co me s t h r ou g h i n t he
middle of the night, the fire whistle blows or th e fireman is
cal l e d , wha t ev e r . He j ump s ou t o f b e d b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , he
g ets tangled up in the blankets, wrenches his b ack, a nd the n ,
subsequently, requires hospitalization and surgery. The fireman
never m a d e i t t o t he f i r e . I n f ac t , he neve r go t ou t of h i s
f ron t d oo r . I n f ac t , h e b a r e l y g o t b e y o n d t he f oo t o f h i s b e d .
But wa s t h at i nd i v i d u a l op e r a t i ng wi t h i n t h e s co pe o f h i s du t i e s
a t t h e t i me o f t h e i n j u r y ? The cu r r e n t s t a t u t o r y l a ng u ag e
indicates that he was. A fter a ll, it s ays that emergency
workers are cove red wh en traveling from any place from where
they have been called to active duty. The example that I gave
you a c t u a l l y d i d h a pp e n , a nd t h i s i n d i v i du a l ' s wo r ke r s '
c ompensation claim was denied. When this p ro blem w as fir st
b rough t t o my a t t e n t i o n , we o b t a i n ed a h i s t o r y o f t h e or i g i n a l
enacting language from 1963. After reading t he history, it w a s
clear to me that the leg i slative i ntent of the bill was to
extend workers' comp coverage to specified eme rgency per sonnel
b eyond me r e l y t he s i t e o f t h e eme r g e n c y , an d I wou l d l i k e t o
q uote t h e b i l l ' s i n t r od uc e r : The b i l l s i mp l y p r o v i d e s a n
exten s i o n o f t h e wo r k e r s ' c omp e n s a t i on l aw t h a t c ov e r s t h e
firemen from the time the whistle blows r a ther than fr o m the
time that they reach the scene of the fi e or the fire station.
This p oi n t wa s em p h a s iz e d i n b o t h t he st a t e m e n t o f i n t en t f o r
t he b i l l an d d u r i n g t h e s ub se q u en t f l o o r d eb a t e . To b e o n t h e
safe side, we requested an A ttorney Gen eral's opi nion, wh i ch
says that a fire fighter wh o rec eives a c all at home and is
injured there while responding to that call would be entitled to
workers' compensation benefits under the current act. A ft er I
distributed this in formation to my constituer~, I assumed that
the issue was resolved. The insurance companies would re a lize
what wa s i n t e n d e d b y t h e s t a t u t e a n d wo u l d r e sp o n d a c c o rd i ng l y .
Well, not quite. I con tinued to recei ve r eports th at some
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